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Iowa broadcasters herald 
UN l's 'First Man of Radio' 
Membership in the Iowa Broadcasters Association 
(IBA) Hall of Fame was bestowed upon the University of 
Northern Iowa's "First Man of Radio," Herbert V. Hake, 
last spring. 
Hake, who retired from his position as director of 
radio and television at UNI in 1972, began his career in 
broadcasting in 1942 at UNI, then Iowa State Teachers 
College. He recalled for an Alumnus interview just prior 
to his retirement that on,e morning in 1942, Dr.H. Willard 
Reninger, then head of the department of speech and 
English, stopped him in the hall to ask if he knew 
anything about radio. 
"I could see the handwriting on the wall," he declared. 
"Because of the war, the student body was down to 
practically nothing and the staff was being reduced. So, I 
quickly assured Dr. Reninger that I had worked in radio 
as an undergraduate. I didn't tell him it was as a banjo 
player · in a radio danceband." 
Hake's training and work prior to 1942 had been in 
drama and he began his career at UNI in 1938 as a scene 
designer and drama technical director. Though he 
continued his monthly "Technician's Question Box" 
column in the drama magazine Lagniappe until 1959, in 
1942 he moved upstairs from the drama shop in the 
basement of the Auditorium to a converted third-floor 
classroom which was to become the new radio center. 
He left scene designing, where he was comfortable, 
and embarked on a whole new career in radio, and, in 
1954, television. Hake stayed very busy learning his new 
career. Starting from literally nothing in 1942, UNl's radio 
and television facilities grew under his energetic hand to 
include an FM radio station, a student operated campus 
radio station, open-and closed-circuit television programs 
Photo by Woyne Jorvls 
Herb and Monabelle Hake display the plaque he received 
when he became a member of the Iowa Broadcasters 
Association Hall of Fame. 
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